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Class 2 The Kingdom   [Pastor Bill Hoganson]
   3.00 hours---July 17
Introduction: Before continuing our study of the sanctification process it is important to understand what the Bible means by Kingdom. When Jesus taught His disciples to pray “…Thy Kingdom Come,” what did He mean? Today, there are many different views on what Jesus meant. A more liberal view understands the Kingdom to be primarily “within” you (Luke 17:20-21). This view tends to reject the teaching of the coming of a literal theocratic kingdom of a political nature as described in the Old Testament and expected by the Jews. Rather, the liberal view narrows the meaning of “…Thy Kingdom come” to one’s spiritual character “within.” This view conveys the notion that the Kingdom is more “spiritual” in nature, not literal, and has little to do with God’s promise to Abraham’s descendants that they would live in a specific piece of LAND as a great NATION, chief among the nations. The liberal view teaches the central tenet of “…Thy Kindgom Come” is about how to be sanctified, how to “abide in Christ,” and how to “walk in the Spirit.” However, this view is only partially correct. It is true that the character of those who participate in God’s Kingdom will in fact demonstrate the “fruit of the Spirit” in their lives (Gal. 5:22-23) as contrasted to the acts of the old self-nature and the flesh (Gal. 5:19-21). Indeed, the Kingdom of God must be “within” the believer for peace to predominate the earth. However, Jesus had much more in mind when He taught His disciples to pray “…Thy Kingdom Come,” as we shall see. 
Class 2 deals with the meaning of the “Kingdom of God,” or God’s plans for His creation as it impacts everyone born from the time of Adam onward. Our eventual goal in Class 2 is to understand “how” the sanctification process relates to the Kingdom of God. With this the liberal rejoices. But, before that, we need a more complete picture of the meaning of the Kingdom.

So, then, what did Jesus mean by “…Thy Kingdom come?” In order to answer that question, we must go back to the book of Genesis. So, let’s get started… 
First off, Merriam Webster’s Dictionary, 2003, defines kingdom as follows:

king•dom \ˈkiŋ-dəm\ noun   before 12th century

1
archaic : kingship
2
: a politically organized community or major territorial unit having a monarchical form of government headed by a king or queen

3
often capitalized
a : the eternal kingship of God

b : the realm in which God’s will is fulfilled
4
a : a realm or region in which something is dominant
b : an area or sphere in which one holds a preeminent position 

Notice that a kingdom is defined as a “realm,” headed by a preeminent leader. The preeminent leader takes “dominion” (sovereignty) over that realm. The Bible tells us that God is the preeminent leader over all of creation (the realm). In essence, God is “King of the universe,” whose “will” is to be fulfilled; He is dominant, or Sovereign, over all He has created, over all the affairs of His realm, both that which is “visible” and that which is “invisible” (Col. 1:16). This includes all things in His realm whether it be spiritual, political, sociological, biological, geological, geographical, psychological, etc..
As King, God granted man to take dominion over the Earth, as follows: Genesis 1:26 (NKJV) — 26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” Man’s dominion was short-lived. He forfeited his right through sin and rebellion against God by disobedience and following Satan’s lead (Gen. 3). Satan became “king (prince) of this world” (John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11). Satan usurped God’s authority. Satan even offered Jesus the “kingdom of the world,” upon condition Jesus worship him (Luke 4:5-8). Isaiah 14:12-14 reveals Satan’s motives for wanting to have preeminence over the “kingdom of the world” through his famous five “I wills.” This act created two kingdoms in conflict living side by side.
Kingdoms in Conflict: The Bible describes two major kingdoms that are in conflict. One kingdom is headed by God (a.k.a., Kingdom of God / kingdom of heaven---some differentiate between the meaning of the “Kingdom of God” and the “kingdom of heaven.” But, we will not split hairs here. Scripture uses these phrases interchangeably). The other kingdom is headed by Satan (kingdom of the world). Jesus speaks much about the “kingdom of the world,” as headed by the “prince of the world,” or Satan. 
According to the Bible, the “kingdom of the world” is in conflict with the “Kingdom of God.” It is very clear that a great conflict is taking place all around us that cannot be scientifically understood by means of observation and measurements using the physical senses. From time immemorial man has attempted to understand this conflict that can be outwardly observed all around us as manifested by violence and war. Biological and social secular scientists claim that this conflict is best explained as “survival of the fittest” within a naturalistic setting where only those best adapted to their environment will come out on top, “king of the mountain” as some would say. On the other hand, Bible-believing Christians claim this conflict is the result of a rebellious sin nature found within man that negatively affects himself and everything around him playing itself out by way of warfare, animals eating other animals, and the general decay of creation as demonstrated by entropy, i.e., “a process of degradation or running down or a trend to disorder.” 1  (Rom. 8:18-21).
Bible-believing Christians understand the basis for mankind’s conflict is primarily spiritual, and not physical. They teach that man’s depraved sin nature and that unseen spiritual beings (e.g., angels/demons) play a major role in this great conflict (2 Kings 6:15-17; Eph. 6:10-12; 2 Cor. 10:3-5; 2 Cor. 4:18). In contrast, secular humanistic scientists have very little-to-no understanding of this spiritual conflict since it cannot be physically examined in a laboratory. Most secularists reject the notion of unseen spiritual beings, and reject the idea that man has a depraved sin nature. They claim this to be a cultural myth.
The Bible teaches that man’s sinful and rebellious nature against God is at the heart of this great conflict between these two kingdoms. Influenced by Satan and his angelic minions, the Bible teaches that most unbelievers are deceived into believing that man is the center of all things which is the mantra of Satan’s kingdom. But, not all are deceived by Satan. There is a minority of individuals who seek after God and seek only to glorify Him, which is the highest goal within the “Kingdom of God.” 
In any case, most men seek glory only for themselves, whether by leaving a great legacy or for some other reason. Jesus’ response to man’s bent on making himself first is as follows: Matthew 16:24 (ESV)  …“If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself….  …and Mark 9:35 (ESV)  And he [Jesus] said to them, “If anyone would be first, he must be last of all and servant of all.” In total contrast to secular-humanist-man’s elevation of himself with high esteem, the mark of a Bible-believing Christian is to, in humility, “deny self” and be a “servant of all.” The highest mark of a Bible-believing Christian is to love God and to love his neighbor (Matt. 22:37-39). In contrast, humanist-man is prideful and selfish, seeking to love himself rather than love God (2 Tim. 3:2, 4). “Humility and selfless love” versus “pride and selfishness” is the dividing line between the two kingdoms in conflict.
With these two kingdoms in conflict, only one of them will come out on top. The Bible tells us which kingdom that is, as follows: Revelation 11:15 (ESV)  Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever.”  So, what is the origin of this great conflict between these two kingdoms? We now turn to Genesis.
Enter Genesis 3:15: Genesis 3:15 is not only the first predictive prophecy in Scripture, but it is the foundation upon which all prophecy is derived. This prophecy describes the origin of the great conflict between the two kingdoms we now study. After Adam and Eve sinned against God by following the lead of the serpents (Satan) lie, God brought judgment upon them all. We are particularly interested in God’s judgment upon the serpent (Satan).
God’s judgment upon the serpent in Genesis 3:15 provides the basis for the conflict between the “kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ,” headed up by Jesus, and the “kingdom of the world” headed up by Satan. Genesis 3:15 sets the prophetic stage for a great struggle between these two kingdoms. In this verse we find God’s plan of redemption. The Genesis 3:15 prophecy proclaims that God accomplishes redemption by mortally wounding the “head of the Serpent” by the “seed (Seed) of the woman.” By this act, God makes it possible for the “kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ” to replace Satan’s kingdom, the “kingdom of the world.” Let’s take a closer look at Genesis 3:15. It can be divided into three parts, as follows: 

[CLICK] Genesis 3:15 (NKJV) 15a And I will put enmity between you and the woman, [CLICK] 15b And between your seed and her Seed; [CLICK] 15c He shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise His heel.” 

[CLICK] This prophecy contains three predictive parts, as follows: 

1)
[CLICK] enmity between the Serpent and the woman (3:15a). 

2)
[CLICK] enmity between the “seed of the Serpent” and the “s(S)eed of the woman” (3:15b), 

3)
[CLICK] the Serpent bruises the “heel” of the woman’s Seed, but the Seed of the woman will bruise the “head” of the serpent (3:15c). 
To properly interpret Genesis 3:15 it must be understood in light of the whole counsel of God. Let’s now examine each of the three parts of this verse, as follows:
Enmity between the Serpent and the Woman: Let’s first look at the hatred between the Serpent and the woman (3:15a): First, who is the serpent? The identity of the serpent is quite easy. The Bible is its own best commentary! We read in [CLICK] Revelation 12:9 (NKJV)  So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world…; The Bible identifies the serpent as Satan. He is the “dragon,” that not only deceived Eve, but he “deceives the whole world.” So, the serpent is Satan. 
So, it’s easy to identify the serpent; but what about the woman, who does she symbolize? Most obviously, the woman is Eve, since she was the one whom Satan deceived. Eve is destined to have enmity for the serpent the remainder of her life per God’s verdict (3:15a). 
Additionally, since Eve is the “mother of all living” (Gen. 3:20), we can conclude that Eve symbolizes all mankind. Therefore, we can conclude that enmity and hatred exists between Satan and all mankind. This fact is born out in history as we observe continual war and violence among men. For sure, Satan disposition is towards violence (Eze. 28:16). War and violence among men will continue until Satan is bound and cast into the bottomless pit. After Satan is bound (Rev. 20:1-10) Jesus will reign for 1,000 years in perfect peace (Isa. 2:2-4; 60:18). Even animals will be at peace with each other at that time (Isa. 11:6-7; 35:8-10; 65:25).
Enmity between the “Seed of the Serpent” and the “Seed of the Woman”: Genesis 3:15b “And [enmity] between your seed and her Seed;” 3:15b raises two questions: 1) who is the “seed” of the serpent, and 2) who is the “seed” of the woman: 

1) [CLICK] First, who is the “seed” of the serpent? Consider the following (all three have validity):

a) “children of darkness” – all those who choose to follow Satan (Eph. 5:8) 

b) “men of renown” – the product of angels co-habiting with “the daughters of men” (Gen. 6:4)

c) “Anti-Christ” – product of Satan co-habiting with one of Eve’s descendants, who is also referred to as the “son of perdition” (2 Thess. 2:3)

2) [CLICK] Secondly, who is the “seed” of the woman? Consider the following (all are valid):
a) “children of the light” – in a broad sense, the “seed” includes all humans throughout history who choose to seek after and follow the true and living God;  including those who will ultimately “bruise the head” of Satan (Rom. 16:20) along with Christ.
b) “Jesus Christ” – God presents Himself through His Son Jesus by way of Adam and Eve’s descendants. He is the ultimate “Seed” of the woman  (Gen. 12:3b; Gal. 3:16; Matt. 1:20; Luke 3:23-38).
c)  “Israel” -  if Jesus is the promised Seed by way of Abraham, and His lineage plays a major role in God’s plan to defeat Satan, then the “seed” of the woman can also be interpreted to mean the nation of Israel. Jesus, the “Seed” of the woman, comes through the “seed” of the woman, Israel. The lineage of Jesus is by way of the “seed” of the woman, Israel, as follows: 

[CLICK] Jesus, the Seed of the woman, comes through the nation of Israel… 

· by way of Adam through Eve, 

· by way of Abraham through Sarah, 

· by way of Isaac through Rebecca, 

· by way of Jacob through Leah, 

· by way of Judah through Tamar, 

· by way of Salmon through Rahab (the prostitute), 

· by way of Boaz through Ruth, 

· by way of David through Bathsheba (and also by way of Nathan—Luke 3:31), and 

· by way of Joseph through Mary. 

The Serpents Head is Bruised: We come to the end of the two kingdoms in conflict after the “head” of the Serpent is crushed by the “Seed of the Woman.”  The bruising of the heel is only a wound, whereas, the bruising of the head is fatal. Of course, Jesus is the victorious Seed of the woman who defeats the Serpent, Satan. But, the Church is also involved in this victory as follows: Romans 16:20 (NKJV)  And the God of peace will crush Satan under you’re the believers feet shortly. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen. The war between the two kingdoms in conflict was won at the cross, however, believers are waiting for the final victory which will be won at Armageddon (Rev. 11:15; 19:11-21).
The Revelation 12 Connection: Old Testament genealogy emphasizes the role Israel plays in producing or “birthing” if you will, the Messiah. In that light, the woman in Revelation 12 described as having twelve stars around her head, clothed in the sun, and the moon at her feet can be none other than Israel (Gen. 37:9-10). She gives birth to the male child, or Jesus (Rev. 12:5). Therefore, the woman in Revelation 12 is symbolic of Israel and not the Church as many professing Christians claim. 

The view that the woman of Revelation 12 is Israel fits well with the history of enmity, hatred and rage directed at Israel by the Serpents (Satan) use of the Gentile nations. They are one of the most persecuted ethnic groups in the history of the world. Revelation 12:1-6 summarizes this long conflict between the serpent (Satan), the woman (Israel), and her child (the Seed), as follows: Revelation 12:1–6 (NKJV) — 1 Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman Israel clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a garland of twelve stars (Gen. 37:9-10 makes it clear, this woman is Israel). 2 Then being with child the Seed or Jesus, she cried out in labor and in pain to give birth. This child is the Seed of the woman that bruises the head of the serpent, or dragon… 3 And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great, fiery red dragon Satan or serpent (Rev. 12:9) having seven heads and ten horns, and seven diadems on his heads. 4b …And the dragon Satan stood before the woman Israel who was ready to give birth, to devour her Child the Seed, Jesus Christ as soon as it was born. Jesus is not devoured, but His heel is bruised  5 She Israel bore a male Child Jesus who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron. And her Child Jesus was caught up to God and His throne after His death and resurrection. 6 Then some two-thousand years later, during the seven year Tribulation …the woman Israel fled into the wilderness Petra-Isa. 16:1-5, where she has a place prepared by God, that they should feed her there one thousand two hundred and sixty days or 3½ years. Revelation 12:1-6 provides a picture of the conflict of the ages between two kingdoms in conflict. Central to God’s plan of victory for His kingdom is the nation Israel (the woman). As Israel prospers at the time-of-the-end, so will God’s kingdom prosper; and all families on earth will be BLESSED, at least, all those who choose God as their king.
Genesis 3:15 presents to us the great conflict of the ages that pits God’s kingdom plan of redemption (Rev. 11:15) against Satan’s apparent victory in the Garden and temporary rule over the “kingdom of this world.” Once the “Seed of the woman” is victorious over the “seed of the Serpent,” then the “Kingdom of God” will replace the “kingdom of the world.”
 [CLICK] To summarize, the Genesis 3:15 prophecy is fulfilled throughout history in the following three ways: 

(1) [CLICK] Satan’s attempt to destroy Eve’s children (e.g., Cain murders Abel); this includes Satan’s efforts down through history to destroy Israel and the Jews, the descendants of the woman, Eve. 

(2) [CLICK] The long war waged between Satan’s kingdom and spiritual children of darkness with God’s kingdom and spiritual children of light (all believers) throughout the centuries (Gen. 12 – Rev. 20) culminates with a great battle between Satan and his angels and Michael and his angels, ending with Satan’s defeat (Rom. 16:20, Rev. 20:1-3), and God’s kingdom established on earth (Rev. 11:15). 

(3) [CLICK] Satan appears to have the upper hand when he bruises Jesus’ heel at the cross; but then Jesus defeats Satan, by rising from the dead (Rev. 12:1-5), and returning to crush Satan’s head at His triumphant return (Rev. 19:11-21). 

Between Genesis and Revelation we discover that the Bible describes unique periods of history, also known as dispensations. These dispensations, or ages, are periods of time during which God worked differently with different people groups. During these periods God held people responsible for their actions or face judgment. Throughout these seven dispensations we find a common thread of conflict between two kingdoms: “the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ” and the “kingdom of this world” ruled by Satan.
What Dispensationalists Believe: Dispensationalism is a method for interpreting the Bible. The Greek word from which we get dispensation appears only seven times in the New Testament and is only translated as such in four of those, all by Paul and all in the King James (1 Cor. 9:17, Ephes. 1:10, Ephes. 3:2, Colossians 1:25). Other translations of this word are stewardship, administration, and economy.
A dispensationalist believes that throughout history God has dealt with humanity in different ways at different times as part of the process of revealing His character and His plan for mankind, and calls these different period’s “dispensations,” or administrations.
For example, we are currently experiencing the dispensation of the Church Age. The Church Age is characterized by a special work of the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer that is different from how God dealt with Israel which was under the Law. Some call this dispensation the Age of Grace (Eph. 3:2). However, it is best to simply call it the Church Age since God’s grace has been at work throughout all dispensations. God’s work within the Church Age will continue until the “fullness of the Gentiles” [Church] comes to completion. When God is finished with His work through the Gentile Church, the Church Age will end, and God will shift His focus back to Israel. The Pre-tribulational view teaches that the Rapture takes place when the “fullness of the Gentiles” [Church] is completed. 

The last seven years before the Lord’s return (Daniel’s 70th Week) will be a time when God deals primarily with Israel again, as He did in the Old Testament. Through the prophet Daniel, God promised Israel these final seven years and has yet to provide them. Daniel 9:24-27 explains this and reveals that Israel’s temple will exist in Jerusalem during these final seven years, including the renewal of animal sacrifices. While these things were required during Old Testament times they would be both unnecessary and undesirable now unless the Church Age first comes to an end, something that will follow the Rapture of the Church. This is why so many dispensationalists believe the Rapture will happen before Daniel’s 70th Week begins.
Dispensationalism is not of recent origin, but was taught by the early church fathers in the 2nd Century AD, such as Justyn Martyr and Irenaeus. Justin Martyr saw four distinct periods (dispensations) and gave them the names of the principle players, Adam to Abraham; Abraham to Moses; Moses to Christ; and Christ to Eternity. Irenaeus also saw four periods, from the Creation to the Flood, from the Flood to the Law, from the Law to the Gospel, and from the Gospel to Eternity.
More recently, most Premillennial scholars have settled on seven dispensations. According to this view, each dispensation began with an agreement between God and man that man has subsequently broken, causing the agreement to fail and requiring a judgment. 
Here are the seven dispensations in chronological order.
1) Age of Innocence: Between the Creation and the Fall, God interacted freely and personally with Adam and Eve during this period. Then they broke the only rule He had given them (Genesis 3:11-13) and were expelled from the Garden. Sin entered the world.

2) Age of Conscience: From the Fall to the Flood, God allowed man’s conscience to govern his behavior without Divine interference. Because Adam and Eve passed on their sin nature to their children (Gen. 5:3-4), the result was that “the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually” (Gen. 6:5). God pronounced judgment upon the world and destroyed all but eight members of the human race in the Great Flood.

3) Age of Human Government: From the Flood to Abraham. After the Flood, God told Noah and his family to be fruitful and multiply and fill the Earth (Genesis 9:7). Noah’s descendants disobeyed God’s commandment, instead they built a great city and tower from which to study the stars (Genesis 11:4). God confused man’s language, causing them to be scattered them throughout the world (Genesis 11:8-9).

4) Age of Promise: From Abraham to Moses. God promised Abraham an everlasting home-LAND for his descendants (Gen. 17:7-8) and a son for him and Sarah (Gen. 17:15-16). But they grew tired of waiting and produced a son on their own, who they named Ishmael (Gen. 16:1-2.15). When God’s promised son Isaac was born, Ishmael was sent away (Gen. 21:8-13), causing enmity between the Jews (descendants of Isaac) and the Arabs (descendants of Ishmael) and continues to this very day. After Mohammed, a descendant of Ishmael’s, founded Islam this enmity took on religious significance and became even more intense. This enmity is the central problem for world peace today!
5) Age of the Law: From Moses to Jesus. God gave Moses the Ten Commandments and conditionally promised the Jews a life of peace and plenty in a Kingdom of their own if they obeyed (Exo. 19:5-6, Exo. 20:1-17). After repeated periods of disobedience which included rejecting their Messiah King, God withdrew His offer of the Kingdom and expelled them from their LAND (Matt. 21:43, Luke 19:41-44).

6) Age of the Church: From Pentecost to the Rapture. Righteousness by way of the works of the Law and animal blood sacrifices gave way to a righteousness by grace through faith alone, by the finished work of Jesus’ shed blood on the cross to all who accept, whether Jew or Gentile (Romans 3:21-24). 

Note: There is nothing wrong with the Law, it is spiritual; the problem is sin in me (Rom. 7). The purpose of the Law is to be a tutor that leads us to Christ (Gal. 3:24). 

The dispensation of the Law has another seven years to run, called Daniel’s 70th Week (Daniel 9:24-27), which fills the time between the Rapture and the 2nd Coming of Jesus. During this time all the nations to which Israel has been scattered will be completely destroyed and Israel will be disciplined in preparation for receiving the Kingdom (Jeremiah 30:4-11).

7) Age of the Kingdom: The 1,000 Year Reign of Christ that begins with the 2nd Coming. This time Israel will accept the Kingdom offer (Zech. 12:10; 14:8-9). Satan will be bound (Rev. 20:2), all the wicked will be expelled from the planet (Matt. 25:41-46), and God will once again dwell in the midst of His people (Ezek. 43:6-7). You’d think man could finally live in a manner pleasing to God. But he can’t. The children of the righteous mortals that survived Armageddon and were allowed to enter into the Millennial Kingdom will rebel against God and will attack Jerusalem and Israel. God will send fire to consume them all (Rev. 20:7-10).

Consider the following summary chart of the Dispensational View:
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Throughout these seven dispensations, two kingdoms are at war with each other, the “Kingdom of God” headed by Jesus, and the “kingdom of the world” headed by Satan. With the passing of history from one dispensation to the next God reveals how He has dealt with mankind. No other book will match up with the historical track record of the Bible. In the final analysis, the Bible reveals how God intervened in history to sovereignly carry out His will and plans. In the final analysis, it is God who is the Sovereign, and not Satan.

Summary: So, two kingdoms are war with each other: Satan’s kingdom verses God’s kingdom. God’s kingdom is in contrast to Satan’s kingdom in that He calls out those who are willing to live by faith and trust Him. Satan’s kingdom is characterized by those who do not trust God and reject His ways. The major difference that distinguishes the two kingdoms is that of love verses hate. The major attribute of God’s kingdom is “faith expressing itself through love” (Gal. 5:6). 
The KINGDOM Past: What did God’s Kingdom look like prior to the time of Christ? In a nutshell, it looked like the following:

1. the righteous were to believe God (Gen. 15:6; Heb. 11:6a), making them righteous and guaranteeing their free gift of eternal salvation (Rom. 4:9-16), and 
2. the righteous were to put their faith into action, which guaranteed earned rewards / blessings (Deut. 28:1-14). For example, by obeying the Law, Israel was rewarded / blessed with residence in the LAND in peace and prosperity. 
Do not confuse the free gift of eternal salvation and heavenly rewards that are earned. 

God chose Israel as His instrument to demonstrate to the world the faith described above. However, Old Testament history demonstrated that Israel failed to please God by this kind of faith. Israel lost her reward and was cursed by being thrown out of the LAND. As a result, God’s Kingdom plan promise to Abraham was put on hold. Jeremiah summed it up best when He referred to Israel as a faithless harlot (Jer. 3:6-10 NIV). God’s unconditional promise to Abraham would have to wait until Israel returned to God by faith.
Abraham and the KINGDOM Past: The basis of God’s Kingdom plan began with the following major unconditional promise to Abraham, in three aspects:

1) Give Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob’s descendants the LAND of Canaan as an everlasting possession (Gen. 13:14-15; 17:7-8; 48:3-4) from the river of Egypt to the river of Euphrates (Gen. 15:18); 
2) Make Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob’s descendants (Israel) into a great NATION, powerful and numerous (Gen. 18:18; 46:3); and, finally,
3) BLESS all the families on earth through Abraham’s offspring (Seed) (Gen. 12:3b; 22:18; 28:14). 
The above three major aspects of God’s covenant promise to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob are unconditional and unilateral in nature. God did not solicit Abraham’s help, nor did He want his help. God will carry out His promise alone. God’s gracious covenant required that Abraham put His faith in God. 
Faith can be defined as “receptivity to God’s activity,” that is, hanging your confidence on what God says is true and then allowing God to carry out His plans through you as you submit to Him. Two things occurred as Abraham believed God:
1) First, Abraham was “receptive” to God’s promise; and this pleased God (Heb. 11:6a). Because Abraham believed God, God counted it to him as righteousness (Gen. 15:6), a guarantee for eternal salvation, a free gift granted by God’s grace through faith alone (Rom. 5:12-19; Eph. 2:8-9)! 
2) Secondly, Abraham’s receptivity to God’s activity moved Abraham to action. Because Abraham acted by faith, his actions earned him heavenly rewards (Heb. 11:6-16). 

Abraham demonstrated “receptivity to God’s activity” in three key ways, as follows:

· He left his home country of Ur in Babylon, and travelled to the LAND of promise (Gen. 12). This action demonstrated his faith!
· He had himself circumcised as an outward sign of his inner faith (Gen. 17). This action demonstrated his faith!
· Finally, Abraham took his son Isaac, his only son, whom he loved to the mountain of sacrifice according to God’s command. He believed God would raise Isaac from the dead even though he must slay him per God’s command (Gen. 22; Heb. 11:19). Once again, this action demonstrated his faith!
Abraham demonstrated his “receptivity to God’s activity” by his actions. This kind of faith is what James describes in his book (James 2:21-24). Abraham not only “received” God’s revelation by faith, but he “acted” upon God’s calling as well.

Israel and the KINGDOM Past: Six-hundred years after Abraham, God made a conditional covenant (Mosaic) with Israel, the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. All the twelve tribes of Israel had to do was to keep the terms of the Mosaic “Old” Covenant (Exo. 19-24). If Israel was obedient they earned the reward of many BLESSINGS in the LAND of Canaan (Deu. 28:1-14). If Israel was disobedient, they would lose their rewards and be cursed (Deu. 28:15-67). All Israel had to do was keep the terms of the Mosaic Covenant while they waited for God to fulfill His promise made back in Genesis 3:15 to send the “Seed of the woman” to mortally wound the “head of the Serpent.” 
The Mosaic Covenant was temporary and was put into effect only until the coming of Israel’s Messiah (the Seed of the woman), the One who would crush the “head of the Serpent.” Genesis 49:10 refers to Israel’s Messiah, the Seed of the woman as Shiloh, the One out of Judah from whom the scepter will not depart and the obedience of the nations His (Gen. 49:10 NKJV/NIV). Shiloh (meaning “he to whom it belongs” NIV) is to become Israel’s permanent King. All Israel had to do was keep the Mosaic Covenant, and be blessed in the LAND, while she waited for Shiloh, her Messiah, to come. 
Until Shiloh comes, God called upon Israel to be a “holy nation” and a “kingdom of priests” to the nations, set apart (or sanctified) unto God, demonstrating to the world that God is holy and that He is who He claims to be (Exo. 19:5-6; Deu. 2:25; 4:5-8; 26:19). Israel could be either rewarded through “blessings” or disciplined by “curses,” it was their choice. If Israel failed to keep their part of the covenant terms, then the LAND will “vomit” them out (Lev. 18:28; 20:22), and God will scatter them among the nations (Lev. 26:38-39). Interestingly, Leviticus goes on to declare that God will bring Israel back to the LAND in light of His promise to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (Lev. 26:40-45). Deuteronomy 30:1-6 makes similar declarations about Israel’s future.
The Mosaic Covenant is an interim conditional covenant enforced only until Messiah comes to crush the “head of the Serpent.” Interestingly, because Israel failed to keep the terms of this conditional covenant, God’s promise to Abraham was put on hold. Why? Israel not only broke the terms of the Mosaic Covenant, but they rejected Shiloh when He showed up in the person of Jesus. God’s unconditional and unilateral promise to Abraham of BLESSINGS to all families of the earth will be fulfilled eventually, but in the meantime, Israel must suffer under the curses for her disobedience. Once Israel accepts Jesus as Messiah, then the blessings will come, and the “Kingdom of God” will be established on earth.
The New Covenant and the KINGDOM Past: In light of Israel’s failure to keep the Mosaic Covenant, God provided for a New Covenant (Jer. 31:31-34) promising to do three things:

(1) Gather dispersed Israel and restore her back to the LAND (Ezek. 36:24; Isa. 49:6-8), 
(2) Bring Spiritual Renewal to the NATION Israel (Ezek. 36:26-28), and 
(3) Establish God’s Kingdom with the Son of King David, the righteous BRANCH (aka, Davidic Covenant), sitting on the throne in Jerusalem (Isa. 2:2-4; 49:8; Jer. 23:5-6). 
It isn’t until the majority of the Jews of Israel call upon Jesus to be their King, that they will see God’s kingdom established (Matt. 23:39). When they do call upon Jesus, it is at that time that the “Seed of the woman” will crush the “head of the Serpent.” 

In the meantime, the Gentile Church becomes a mystery form of God’s kingdom on earth---which is “The KINGDOM Present.”
The KINGDOM Present: Since God’s plans for Israel was put on hold, God instituted a kingdom plan that created the Gentile Church. As we shall see, this plan was not revealed in the Old Testament, it was a mystery. The Gentile Church became a special dispensation of God’s kingdom that includes both Jews and Gentiles. The Gentile Church makes up the present form of God’s Kingdom, but the Gentile Church is “not of this world” (John 18:36). The Gentile Church is made up of ambassadors from God’s kingdom (2 Cor. 5:20).
In writing to the Ephesians Paul makes it clear that there is be a dispensation known as the Gentile Church… Eph 3:1 NKJV  For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for you Gentiles; {2} if indeed you have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which was given to me for you, …{5} which in other ages, not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and prophets: The Church Age has now been revealed, a special period of time with a beginning and an ending point… {6} that the Gentiles Church should be fellow heirs, of the same body with Jewish Christians (not unbelieving Israel), and partakers of His promise in Christ through the gospel….”  The Church Age (dispensation of the Holy Spirit) is exclusive for those who put their faith in Jesus Christ whether Jew or Gentile. This body of believers is predominantly Gentile. That is why it is called the Gentile Church. 
Mystery Form of God’s Kingdom: The Bible presents the Gentile Church dispensation as a mystery form of God’s Kingdom. Jesus reveals the mystery form of the “kingdom of heaven” in Matthew 13, and then Paul explains the meaning of the mystery in Ephesians 3. First, let’s look at Matthew 13.

MATTHEW 13: Matt. 13:10 NKJV And the disciples came and said to Him, "Why do You speak to them to who?—to the Israelite public in parables?" After Jesus gave His first parable of the “kingdom of heaven,” His disciples came to Him privately to ask Jesus why He speaks to the public in parables. {11} He answered and said to them, "Because it has been given to you the disciples to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them to the public it has not been given. In other words, “I have been speaking to all Jews of Israel publically about the “Kingdom of God” plainly for the past two years and they will have none of it, therefore, I will make plain to you what is going on concerning the “kingdom of heaven.” Jesus continues… Matt. 13:12 NKJV "For whoever has, to him more will be given, and he will have abundance; but whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken away from him. {13} "Therefore I speak to them to the public in parables, because seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand. In other words, just like the religious leaders, Israel’s public too has crossed the line of judgment.   …{16} "But blessed are your eyes whose eyes? ---those who are “receptive” to Jesus’ “activity” for they see by faith, and your ears for they hear by faith; {17} "for assuredly, I say to you that many prophets and righteous men desired to see what you the disciples see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it. 
Matthew continues to elaborate regarding the mystery form of the kingdom of heaven in Matt. 13:34 NKJV All these things Jesus spoke to the multitude to the house of Israel, the public in parables; and without a parable He did not speak to them, {35} that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying: "I will open My mouth in parables; I will utter things kept secret from the foundation of the world." Notice: “since the foundation of the world… it’s been kept secret.” That means the O.T. prophets knew nothing about the mystery form of the kingdom. But, now Jesus reveals secrets of the mystery form of kingdom that is to be set up during the period of Israel’s blindness, which takes place during the Gentile Church dispensation (Rom. 11:25).
Matthew 13:10-17 and 34-35 are very important verses when it comes to understanding the “kingdom” parables. Jesus distinguishes between the general public of Israel, which has already made up their mind and His disciples who have chosen to follow Jesus. In Matthew 12, Jesus drew a line in the sand with Israel’s religious leaders. After the Israel’s religious leaders accused Jesus of casting out demons by Satan’s power (Matt. 12:24) His message changed. From Matthew 14 on Jesus no longer called upon Israel as a nation to repent. His new message was directed at believers, a secret message that was not revealed in the OT, but is now revealed in light of Israel’s rejection of Jesus as their Messiah. There is to be a “mystery” form of the kingdom that had been kept secret since the foundation of world! What is the mystery? It is the Church that Jesus Himself will build and the gates of Hell shall not prevail against it (Matt. 16:18). The Apostle Paul comments on this mystery in Ephesians.
EPHESIANS 3: The Apostle Paul expounds on mystery form of the kingdom kept hidden from the foundation of the world in  Eph 3:1 NKJV  For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for you Gentiles; {2} if indeed you have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which was given to me for you, {3} how that by revelation He made known to me the mystery (as I have briefly written already, {4} by which, when you read, you may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ), By mystery the Bible means “something not yet revealed.” The Gentile Church was not revealed in the Old Testament. {5} which in other ages was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and prophets: {6} that the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, of the same body, and partakers of His promise in Christ through the gospel, {7} of which I became a minister according to the gift of the grace of God given to me by the effective working of His power. {8} To me, who am less than the least of all the saints, this grace was given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, {9} and to make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the ages has been hidden in God who created all things through Jesus Christ; {10} to the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might be made known by the church to the principalities and powers in the heavenly places, The mystery or secret that has been kept hidden through the centuries is the Gentile Church. The Gentile Church is the mystery form of the kingdom made up of Jews and Gentiles. The period known as the Gentile Church puts on hold God’s plan for Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles is complete. 
Duration of the Gentile Church: The Gentile Church has a beginning and an ending. We read about the start of the Gentile Church in the book of Acts, as follows: Acts 10:45 NKJV  And those of the circumcision the Jews who believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also. Further comment is given in Acts 11:18 NKJV  When they the Jews heard these things they became silent; and they glorified God, saying, "Then God has also granted to the Gentiles repentance to life." Finally, Acts 13:46 NKJV  Then Paul and Barnabas grew bold and said, "It was necessary that the word of God should be spoken to you the Jews first; but since you reject it, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, behold, we turn to the Gentiles. {47} "For so the Lord has commanded us: 'I have set you as a light to the Gentiles, That you should be for salvation to the ends of the earth.'" By Acts 13 it becomes clear that the Gentiles are made part of God’s kingdom plan, what Jesus calls the “mysteries of the kingdom.”
So, the mystery form of the kingdom began with the Gentile Church. And the mystery form of the kingdom will end with the Gentile Church. The end of the Gentile Church is described in Rom 11:25 NKJV  For I do not desire, brethren, that you should be ignorant of this mystery, lest you should be wise in your own opinion, that blindness in part has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles Church has come in. With the fullness of the Gentile Church comes the end of the mystery form of the Kingdom. God then refocuses back on Israel {26} And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: "The Deliverer will come out of Zion, And He will turn away ungodliness from Jacob; With the end of the Gentile Church, God focuses His attention back on Israel to bring salvation to that tiny nation. 
God’s Expectations in the KINGDOM Present: Since the Gentile Church is the present form of God’s “mystery” KINGDOM on earth, what does Jesus “expect” from believers during this Present KINGDOM Age? 
God’s expectations of the Church Age are really no different than His expectations of Abraham and Israel, in the KINGDOM Past. Just as Abraham believed God, the righteous in the Gentile Church are to believe God (Gen. 15:6; Gal. 3:6-11; Rom. 4:2-13) resulting in the free gift of salvation; the righteous are to put their faith into action, which guarantees earned rewards (Matt. 5:12; 16:27; Mark 9:41; 1 Cor. 3:8, 12-14; 9:24-27; Phil. 3:13-14; Col. 3:24; Heb. 11:6). Just as Israel earned rewards of blessings while on earth, so too the church can earn rewards that are stored in heaven (Matt. 6:19-20).
So, what are God’s expectations for the KINGDOM Present?
1) Being Born-Again in the KINGDOM Present: First of all, all believers must be “born again,” as Jesus told Nicodemus (John 3:3). Unless you are born again, you “cannot see the Kingdom of God.” When a person is physically born (born of water), they are spiritually dead to God. Nicodemus did not understand this. Jesus told him that he must be born of the Spirit (John 3:5). The way to be born of the Spirit is explained in John 3:16 (NKJV) For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. Paul puts it this way: Romans 10:9–10 (NKJV) — 9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 

Eternal salvation is Jesus’ work alone. Man cannot add to what Jesus did on the cross. We read in Ephesians 2:8–9 (NKJV) — 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast. The “gift” of salvation is just that, a gift; it is free. Paul puts it this way in Romans 5:18 (NKJV) — 18 Therefore, as through one man’s offense through Adam judgment came to all men, resulting in condemnation, even so through one Man’s righteous act through Jesus the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of life. Jesus has freely justified all who believe. The just shall live by faith (Rom. 1:17).
2) Making Disciples in the KINGDOM Present: Secondly, God requires that all believers  “make disciples” and “reconcile” the world to Himself, as follows: Matthew 28:19–20 (NKJV) — 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen. A primary goal of making disciples is the ministry of reconciliation, as follows: 2 Corinthians 5:18–19 (NKJV) — 18 Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, 19 that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation. 
Just as God desired to reach the nations through Israel by their holiness (Exo. 19:5-6), so God desires to reach the world through the Gentile Church by their holiness (1 Pet. 2:9-12). As we shall see, just as Israel failed to live by faith, so the majority of the Gentile Church fails to live by faith as revealed in Jesus’ address to the churches in Revelation 2-3.
3) Overcoming in the KINGDOM Present: Thirdly, God has called all believers to “overcome” the world, the flesh, and the devil. “Overcoming” involves the sanctification process. Believers “overcome” by “abiding in Christ” (John 15:4-6), by “walking in the Spirit,” (Gal. 5:16), by being “partakers” of Jesus’ “divine nature” (2 Pet. 1:4). The “how” of the sanctification process will be covered in a later session. In this session we will look at rewards that are earned by believers as a result of “overcoming,” the key component to the sanctification process.

Sanctification in the KINGDOM Present: We now come to the bottom-line our a study about the Kingdom. Just as Israel was sanctified, or set apart for God’s use to be a holy nation and a kingdom of priests, so the Gentile Church is sanctified, or set apart to be a holy people, a kingdom of priests (1 Pet 2:9-12). 

Sanctification involves each believer “overcoming” the world, the flesh, and the devil until Jesus comes in His Kingdom. Just as Israel was set apart (sanctified) by God as holy until Shiloh comes, so the Gentile Church is to be set apart (sanctified) as holy until Jesus comes. 

The sanctification process has two parts: (1) positional overcoming, and (2) experiential overcoming. 
Positional overcoming is made possible by God’s work. By faith, the believer is positionally justified by the work of Christ on the cross. The believer is also positionally sanctified, that is, set apart for holy use, also by the work of Jesus Christ on the cross. 
On the other hand, experiential overcoming is the result of the believer choosing to be “receptive to God’s activities.” As the believer chooses to humble himself to God, God’s Spirit is free to actively flow through him. God’s power is made possible in experiential overcoming only as the believer denies himself, picks up his cross and follow Jesus. 
Let’s look at some examples in Scripture dealing with positional and experiential overcoming.
Positional Overcoming: John writes about positional overcoming in 1 John 5:4–5 (NKJV) — 4 For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world— our faith. 5 Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? Jesus completes the work of salvation as we simply position ourselves by faith in the work that He did on the cross. By hanging our confidence on what Jesus did for us is positional overcoming. Paul writes in Romans 10:9–10 (NKJV) — 9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. There is no doing here, there is only believing!
We find another example of positional overcoming in Philippians 1:6 (NKJV) — 6 being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ; By positioning myself in the work of Christ, He will complete the work that He began in me. God has begun the work in you and He will complete it. 
Does the believer activate his choice in positional “overcoming?” Yes, he chooses to believe God. For example, “he counts himself dead to sin (reckons the old man dead), but alive to God in Christ Jesus (Rom. 6:11).” He chooses to count himself dead to sin and alive to God by faith. This is positional overcoming. It involves only faith. On the other hand, experiential overcoming involves acting on my faith.
Experiential Overcoming: Experiential overcoming goes one step further than positional overcoming. It involves “action.”

Some believers argue that the believer’s volition has no part in the sanctification process. It is all God’s work. While it is true that the entire work of salvation is God’s work, the believer is expected to participate in the process. For example, we read in 1 Thessalonians 4:3–7 (NKJV) — 3 For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you should abstain from sexual immorality; 4 that each of you should know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor, 5 not in passion of lust, like the Gentiles who do not know God; 6 that no one should take advantage of and defraud his brother in this matter, because the Lord is the avenger of all such, as we also forewarned you and testified. 7 For God did not call us to uncleanness, but in holiness. So, how does one, “possess his own vessel in sanctification?” It involves making choices, does it not? You participate in the sanctification process by “overcoming” experientially. 

Paul illustrates experiential “overcoming” in Philippians 2:12 (NKJV) …work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; “Working out your own salvation” involves your volitional participation in the sanctification process. You must choose to “work out” your salvation. This does not mean you are saved by your works. It means that in the midst of the salvation that God has freely given you, you must participate in the salvation experience to earn rewards; and you do this with fear and trembling. 
Again, Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 10:5 (NKJV) casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ, the believer’s part in experiential “overcoming” is to actively take his thoughts into captivity to the obedience of Christ. How well a believer participates in the experiential overcoming process will determine his rewards at the time of the believer’s judgment (2 Cor. 5:10). 

Paul continues on the subject of experiential overcoming by writing in Philippians 3:12–14 (NKJV) — 12 Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected Paul was still working towards perfection at this point; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. 13 Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended perfection; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, 14 I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. The prize is not salvation! The prize is rewards that are earned by the believer as they learn how to “overcome” experientially.

The opportunity for a believer to gain rewards is mentioned often in Scripture. Eternal salvation is not a reward. It is a free gift. Paul brings clarity to this issue in 1 Corinthians 3:11–15 (NKJV) — 11 For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. The “foundation” is the work of Jesus on the cross. No one can add to the work that Jesus completed on the cross for our eternal security. This is called justification, or positional “overcoming.” Next, Paul writes about experiential “overcoming” based on the believers work, as follows: 12 Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 13 each one’s work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one’s work, of what sort it is. 14 If anyone’s work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward. Rewards are earned; while the foundation of eternal salvation is free, a gift. 15 If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire. 
The KINGDOM Future: “The KINGDOM Future” for Israel is not the same as “the KINGDOM Future” for the Church. In fact, there will be no “KINGDOM Future” for anyone until the nation of Israel calls out to Jesus “blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord” (Matt. 23:39). 
Israel in the KINGDOM Future: The fact that the kingdom will not be restored until Israel is in right relationship with Jesus is confirmed in Acts 3:17–21 (NKJV) — 17 “Yet now, brethren Israel, I know that you did it crucified Jesus in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18 But those things which God foretold by the mouth of all His prophets, that the Christ would suffer, He has thus fulfilled. 19 Repent therefore and be converted, that your Israel’s sins may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, 20 and that He may send Jesus Christ, who was preached to you before, 21 whom heaven must receive until the times of restoration of all things, which God has spoken by the mouth of all His holy prophets since the world began. The “restoration of all things” refers to “the KINGDOM Future” for Israel. Once Israel accepts Jesus as Messiah, they will fulfill their role as a kingdom of priests and a holy nation that they failed to fulfill in the Old Testament. It is only then that “the KINGDOM Future” can become reality. The future role of the Church is dependent upon Israel coming to Christ.
 “The KINGDOM Future” includes a visible manifestation of God’s kingdom on earth for 1,000 years with Jesus’ visibly present as King over the world, based in Jerusalem, Israel, for all to see. This is quite different from “the KINGDOM Present,” which is Christ’s invisible kingdom being manifested through His Church. Israel will be chief among the nations during this time (Jer 31:7). The Old Testament goes into great detail concerning the coming visible manifestation of the kingdom’s righteousness and peace on Earth with Israel as His headquarters. For this to take place, the existence of Israel as a nation is an absolute necessity. Consider the following seven Biblical reasons for a visible manifestation of God’s kingdom on planet Earth:
1. God’s visible Kingdom is fully manifested through Israel when they are in their LAND, as a great NATION, and a BLESSING to all the families of the earth per God’s unilateral, unconditional promise to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (Gen. 12:1-3; 22:15-18).  At the center of this promise, Israel will forever have control of all the land that God promised to them (Gen. 13:14-15; 15:18; 17:7-8); and Israel will be a great NATION, powerful and numerous (Gen. 13:16; 17:5-6; 18:18). All nations will serve and bow down to Israel (Isa. 49:23; 60:12-14). Judah’s offspring (Shiloh) will rule the world for all to see (Gen. 49:10).
2. God’s Kingdom will not be made visible to the world until all Jews of Israel are back in their LAND after their dispersion among the nations (Ezek. 37:21-18; Isa. 62:1-5). This can be seen taking place today (2012).
3. God’s visible Kingdom will be revealed through His wrath and by force (Psalm 2). Psalm 2 prophesies a forceful coming of the “anointed” (Messiah) King who rules over earth -- Rev. 19 gives details of this forceful takeover: We learn in Daniel that God will usher in His Kingdom with force by overthrowing Anti-Christ and his ten kings (Dan. 2:44-45; 7:24-27).  God will judge (with force) the nations of the world for dividing up God’s land (Joel 3:2). The Lord, Himself, will fight against all nations after He gathers them to Jerusalem (Zech. 14:2-3). 
4. God’s Kingdom will be visible to the world when Israel is a kingdom of priests living on the wealth of the nations (Exo. 19:5-6; Deu. 26:18; Isa. 60:5, 11-16; 61:6). 

5. God’s Kingdom will be visible when the world sees Jesus as Priest and King build His temple in Jerusalem and they come to visit (Isa. 2:2-4; 56:7). Zechariah 6:12-13 combines Israel’s offices of king (Zerubbabel, at that time) and priest (Joshua, at that time) when the Branch (Messiah) comes, according to the order of Melchizedek (Gen. 14:18-20 Melchizedek was both king and priest; see Heb. 7:11-21): Ezekiel 40-48 Goes into great detail concerning the millennial temple and worship.

6. God’s Kingdom will be visible to all when all nations worship, serve and obey God’s Messiah King Jesus (Dan. 7:13-14; Psa. 22:27-28; Psa. 72:11,17; Psa. 102:15-18; Jer. 3:17; Zech. 14:16-17). 

7. God’s Kingdom will be visible when permanent world peace, perfect justice, and knowledge of the true God will finally be a reality throughout the world. Isaiah describes the birth of a child who will be the Prince of Peace and reign on David’s throne with justice and righteousness forever (Isa. 9:6-7; 42:1; 51:4-5; Jer. 31:34; Mal. 1:11).
These above Scriptures are the tip of the iceberg concerning the coming visible Kingdom of God on earth during the Millennial reign of Christ. Rev. 20:4 tells us that this kingdom will last 1000 years on earth, before a new heaven and new earth are created.

Conditions during the “Millennial” KINGDOM Future: The following list is not meant to be exhaustive, but reveals the nature of God’s manifested kingdom on earth during the 1000 year reign of Christ as revealed in the Old Testament Scriptures:
1. God’s presence will be seen by all: Ezek. 37:27 My dwelling place will be with them; I will be their God, and they will be my people. {28} Then the nations will know that I the LORD make Israel holy, when my sanctuary is physically among them forever.'"
2. There will no longer be many religions: Zeph. 3:9 "Then will I purify the lips of the peoples, that all of them may call on the name of the LORD and serve him shoulder to shoulder (or, serve Him with one consent).

3. Holiness will be worldwide, manifested through the King and the King’s subjects. The land will be holy, the city holy, the temple holy, and the subjects holy (Isa 1:26-27; 4:3-4; 29:18-23; 31:6-7; 35:8-9; 52:1; 60:21; 61:10; Jer. 31:23; Ezek. 36:24-31; 37:23-24; 43:7-12; Zech. 13:1-2; 14:20-21).

4. Teaching and instruction will come from the Lord’s throne in Jerusalem: Isaiah 2:2 In the last days the mountain of the Lord's temple will be established as chief among the mountains; it will be raised above the hills, and all nations will stream to it. {3} Many peoples will come and say, "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths." The law will go out from Zion, the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.

5. Earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord  Isaiah 11:9 They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.

6. Man will no longer be able blame his father for his sins, or say, “the devil made me do it” Jer 31:29-30 "In those days people will no longer say, 'The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children's teeth are set on edge.' {30} Instead, everyone will die for his own sin; whoever eats sour grapes--his own teeth will be set on edge.
7. The world will be filled with righteousness, justice, and peace: Isaiah 11:5 Righteousness will be his belt and faithfulness the sash around his waist.  Isaiah 32:1 See, a king will reign in righteousness and rulers will rule with justice.   Isaiah 32:17 The fruit of righteousness will be peace; the effect of righteousness will be quietness and confidence forever.

8. There will be no more war anymore: Isaiah 2:4 He will judge between the nations and will settle disputes for many peoples. They will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore.
9. The sorrow of the world will be replaced with joy: Isa 35:10 …and the ransomed of the LORD will return. They will enter Zion with singing; everlasting joy will crown their heads. Gladness and joy will overtake them, and sorrow and sighing will flee away. Jer 31:12-13 They will come and shout for joy on the heights of Zion; they will rejoice in the bounty of the LORD-- the grain, the new wine and the oil, the young of the flocks and herds. They will be like a well-watered garden, and they will sorrow no more. {13} Then maidens will dance and be glad, young men and old as well. I will turn their mourning into gladness; I will give them comfort and joy instead of sorrow.
10. The effects of the “curse” of sin is removed from the animal kingdom: Isaiah 11:6-7 The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling together; and a little child will lead them. {7} The cow will feed with the bear, their young will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox. 
11. The effects of the “curse” of sin is removed from ecology resulting in a Garden of Eden effect: Isaiah 51:3 The LORD will surely comfort Zion and will look with compassion on all her ruins; he will make her deserts like Eden, her wastelands like the garden of the LORD. Joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the sound of singing.
12. People will be safe around wild animals: Isaiah 11:6, 8-9 The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling together; and a little child will lead them. {8} The infant will play near the hole of the cobra, and the young child put his hand into the viper's nest. {9} They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 
13. Sickness will be removed: Isaiah 33:24 No one living in Zion will say, "I am ill"; and the sins of those who dwell there will be forgiven. Jeremiah 30:17 But I will restore you to health and heal your wounds,' declares the LORD, 'because you are called an outcast, Zion for whom no one cares.'
14. The disabled will be healed: Isaiah 35:4-6 say to those with fearful hearts, "Be strong, do not fear; your God will come, he will come with vengeance; with divine retribution he will come to save you." {5} Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped. {6} Then will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy...
15. There will be no more oppression by wicked kings: Isaiah 14:3-6 On the day the LORD gives you relief from suffering and turmoil and cruel bondage, {4} you will take up this taunt against the king of Babylon (Satan): How the oppressor has come to an end! How his fury has ended! {5} The LORD has broken the rod of the wicked, the scepter of the rulers, {6} which in anger struck down peoples with unceasing blows, and in fury subdued nations with relentless aggression.
16. Children will be born with a sin nature requiring salvation: Jeremiah 31:29-30 "In those days people will no longer say, 'The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children's teeth are set on edge.' {30} Instead, everyone will die for his own sin; whoever eats sour grapes--his own teeth will be set on edge.  Revelation 20:7-9  When the thousand years are over, Satan will be released from his prison {8} and will go out to deceive the nations in the four corners of the earth--Gog and Magog--to gather them for battle. In number they are like the sand on the seashore. {9} They marched across the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of God's people, the city he loves. But fire came down from heaven and devoured them.
17. Increased light in the world, no more need for daylight savings: Isaiah 30:26 The moon will shine like the sun, and the sunlight will be seven times brighter, like the light of seven full days, when the LORD binds up the bruises of his people and heals the wounds he inflicted. 
18. There will be no idleness and every one will work, enjoying the fruit of their labors. Isaiah 65:21-23 They will build houses and dwell in them; they will plant vineyards and eat their fruit. {22} No longer will they build houses and others live in them, or plant and others eat. For as the days of a tree, so will be the days of my people; my chosen ones will long enjoy the works of their hands. (Eph. 2:10) {23} They will not toil in vain or bear children doomed to misfortune; for they will be a people blessed by the LORD, they and their descendants with them.
19. Door locks will no longer be necessary. All will live in secure dwellings, peacefully and quietly, even though there may be hail storms and cities humbled from time to time. Isaiah 32:18 NKJV My people will dwell in a peaceful habitation, in secure dwellings, and in quiet resting places, {19} though hail comes down on the forest, and the city is brought low in humiliation. 
20. Length of life will be restored as in the time of Adam: Isaiah 65:20 "Never again will there be in it an infant who lives but a few days, or an old man who does not live out his years; he who dies at a hundred will be thought a mere youth; he who fails to reach a hundred will be considered accursed.
21. Capital punishment will be enforced: Isa 11:4 …but with righteousness he Jesus will judge the needy, with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked.  Isa 29:20-21 “The ruthless will vanish, the mockers will disappear, and all who have an eye for evil will be cut down-- {21} those who with a word make a man out to be guilty (slander), who ensnare the defender in court and with false testimony deprive the innocent of justice.”
Beyond the Millennial reign of Christ we read about “the New Heaven and New Earth” as described in Revelation 21-22. This too is “the KINGDOM Future.” However, this study is focused primarily on the KINGDOM Future as it relates to the 1,000 year reign of Christ. 
How does the Gentile Church fit into the KINGDOM Future? That is next…

The Church in the KINGDOM Future: The Church’s role for believers in “the KINGDOM Future,” is to administrate God’s kingdom in their newly resurrected bodies. The Church’s residence will most likely be the New Jerusalem (Rev. 3:12; 21:2), the mansions that Jesus has been working on for the past 2,000 years (John14:1-3). It appears that the Gentile Church will rule and reign with Jesus in a different capacity than will the Jews of Israel. Mortal Jews that survive Armageddon, will form the nation of Israel. Jesus, His disciples, and resurrected Old Testament saints will rise from the dead to rule and reign over Israel. The Gentile Church is responsible for ruling over the Gentile nations (Rev. 2:26; Luke 19:15-19).
Judgment Seat of Christ: Prior to the restoration of the Kingdom to Israel, all believers in Christ will have experienced the judgment (Bema) seat of Christ. This judgment (Bema) is not the same as the Great White Throne judgment where all unbelievers are judged (Rev. 20:11-15), but is a judgment that rewards believers for “works of service.” The judgment (Bema) seat of Christ begins “the KINGDOM Future” for the Church of Christ. This judgment is not punishment for sins, since punishment of the believer’s sins took place at the cross. 2 Corinthians 5:9-10 (NKJV) — 9 Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or absent, to be well pleasing to Him. 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad. Those “bad” things done in the believers body will be burned up like hay, wood, and stubble (1 Cor. 3:12-13). Since sins, such as of adultery, stealing and lying, have already been paid for by Jesus’ death on the cross, “bad” things committed by a believer have more to do with the believer not “overcoming” by the power of the Holy Spirit. “Bad” things result from not “abiding in Christ,” and not “walking in the Spirit.” “Bad” things include boasting in your own abilities, doing things your way, rather than God’s way, and not “taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ.” Because of these “bad” things a believer can experience a loss of rewards. A believer that loses rewards will himself be “saved though as by fire” (1 Cor. 3:14-15). The loss of rewards is not punishment, but may shame a believer at the appearing of Jesus, since he failed not “abide in Christ” (1 John 2:28). This is why “overcoming” is so important.
Immediately preceding “the KINGDOM Future” is the Bema (judgment) seat of Christ takes place shortly after the Rapture. All believers in Christ will experience this judgment. It is not a judgment of sin, which has already been paid for by Jesus on the cross. It is a judgment of the believer’s works that are to be rewarded. A believer’s success during the sanctification process determines his rewards. In other words, how successful a believer is in “overcoming” the world, the flesh, and the devil, determines the reward(s) that the believer receives. 
Rewards include crowns. The Bible mentions five crowns that will be awarded for successfully “overcoming,” as follows:
1) An Incorruptible Crown (1 Cor. 9:24-25) for those who “overcome” by pressing on steadfastly; 
2) A Crown of Rejoicing (1 Thess. 2:19) for those who “overcome” by winning souls; 
3) A Crown of Life (James 1:12 / Rev. 2:10) for those who “overcome” by persevering through trials and suffering; 

4) A Crown of Glory (1 Pet. 5:4) for those who “overcome” by feeding (teaching) the flock; 

5) A Crown of Righteousness (2 Tim. 4:8) for those “overcomers” who love His appearing.

Biblical crowns are rewarded for works done in faith (1 Cor. 3:9-15). Unlike salvation, crowns are earned. Salvation is a free gift, not earned. Like the 24 Elders who, believers will also “lay their crowns before the throne” of Jesus (Rev. 4:10). 

Other examples of rewards to be given to believers who “overcome” are as follows:



The ability to co-reign with Christ

Revelation 3:21



Wisdom 




Proverbs 3:18; 11:30

Treasure in heaven



Proverbs 8:21, Matt. 6:19-21


Praise from Messiah [Christ]


1 Peter 1:7



A place of honor



Mark 10:40



Spheres of influence



Revelation 2:26



Positions of authority



Luke 19:17

Dr. Charles Stanley, in his book Eternal Security, writes, “Some believers will be entrusted with certain privileges; others will not. Some will reign with Christ; others will not (2 Tim. 2:12); Rev. 3:21). Some will be rich in the kingdom of God; others will be poor (see Luke 12:21, 33). Some will be given true riches; others will not. Some will be given heavenly treasures of their own; others will not.”  Stanley ends by saying, “Privilege in the kingdom of God is determined by one’s faithfulness in this life… it is true that there will be equality in terms of inclusion in the kingdom of God but not in our rank and privilege.” 
After the Bema (judgment) seat of Christ, and just before Jesus begins His Millennial reign, comes the wedding ceremony of the Lamb (Jesus) to His bride as described in Revelation 19:7–8 (NIV) — 7 Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready. 8 Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear.” (Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of God’s holy people or saints.)  The “bride” is the Church (2 Cor. 11:2; Eph. 5:22-32). Notice, the “fine linen,” or wedding garment, stands for the righteous “acts” of the saints. These “acts” are works that the believer completed through the sanctification process as he overcame the world, the flesh, and the devil. 

In Revelation 2-3, Jesus addresses the Church about “overcoming.” He addresses all seven churches by opening with the statement “I know your works…” He then calls upon each church to “overcome.” If they “overcome,” He promises to reward them accordingly. It would do you well to study Jesus’ address to the seven churches to learn what He expects of you to “overcome.”

ISRAEL
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